
PROTEST VIOLENCE CLICHÉ BINGO!

mindless 
anarchists

image: beautiful, 
pierced female 
protester looks 
winsomely at 

police/distance

tiny minority
descended into 

violence
spoiled kids

ugly scenes alienate the public
only here 

to cause trouble

undermined / 
overshadowed 

legitimate protest

image: five or more 
identical SWP 

placards held just 
behind a photo 

opportunity 

image: frightened, 
vulnerable female 
cop looks warily at 

protestors

marred by violence

FREE SPACE!

(any time property 
damage is referred 

to as violence)

hijacked / infiltrated
middle-class
yobs / thugs

 intent on violence

image: both 
placards in  shot: 

“Careful Now” and 
“Down With This 

Sort Of thing”

spoiled it for
everyone else

image: male cop 
extends baton arm 

back for a blow 
turned ugly

violence
erupted

actions of a few utterly condemn

image: male 
protester in black 

mask gestures 
wildly at 

police / camera 

professional
troublemakers

The Rules
1. Whenever a major protest occurs, a new game begins;
2. To tick off a square, you must find an example of the cliché in the print, 

broadcast or online media (blogs, youtube and social networks not included);
3. The first person to score a BINGO (five squares in any direction, including 

diagonal) and e-mail the sources to harry.lodestone@gmail.com wins a prize;
4. Some variations in language may be allowed, at the adjudicator's discretion, but 

may lose out in the event of a tie-break;
5. Bonus points may be awarded in a tie-break (see overleaf, or for particularly 

excellent submissions), entirely at the whim of the adjudicator.

Thanks to Mary Andes, Richard Brodie, Danny Chivers, Alyson MacDonald and Molly Uzzell for suggestions, 
and to the Daily Mail for being such an inspiration in these difficult times.
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