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94 debtors were counselled 409.8
kg of carbon dioxide 
equivalent were 
emitted in travelling

582 debts were audited 279.9
thousand pounds of 
debt were forgiven 
resulting in enormous 
negative financial 
impact

212 debts were actioned 3.75
pounds was the 
minimum earned by 
the artist per day

82 debts were forgiven 100
pounds was the 
maximum spent by a 
producer per debtor

and the modal debt monster 
was a large, angry manticore

Executive Summary

We are delighted to present the second Annual Review of What We Owe, the 
holistic debt counselling service.

This year, What We Owe was presented at five festivals of performance. At each 
festival, a series of desperate debtors presented themselves to our highly 
unqualified debt counsellor. Each debtor was guided through an audit of their 
financial, interpersonal, political, environmental and personal debts, listing in each 
case their major debts and providing an appropriate quantification. Debtors then 
colour-coded their debts by priority, and agreed on repayment actions for their 
highest priority debts. As part of this process, debtors could  forgive themselves 
for certain debts and  agree never to think about them again. As part of the 
process, their debts were visualised as one collective monster, which could be 
befriended, approached or vanquished by the end of the session.

We present below key figures, before analysing the social, environmental, 
financial, insubstantial and chimerical impa cts of the service.

We await your debts with interest.

Harry Giles, 31/12/13



Social

Conversations with friends and family
Issues researched

Thank-yous
Acts of patience

Acts of confrontation
Holidays

Letters to MPs
Parties entertained

Children played with
Votes cast

Protests attended
Mindmaps made

Houses cleaned
Exercise sessions

Free lectures
Charitable donations

Selfless acts
Guitars played

Counsel l ing sought
Litterpicks

Vegetarian diets
Gardens tended
Flights refused

Recycl ing bins acquired
Trees planted
Jobs pursued

Lands acknowledged
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Actions Planned

Apologies
Engineering skill

Borrowed eggs
Missed protests

Gifted cakes
Missed votes

Privileged lifestyles
Positive expectations

Favours
Cello practices

Patience of exboyfriends
Future generations life-quality

Smacks in the face
Stolen trucks

Sheep
Cows

Self-respect
Pounds of weight

Years of life
European flights

100s of car-miles
Years of recycling

100s of fish dinners
Unhealthy quantities of cheese
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Debts Forgiven



Environmental

Rail
132.3

Air
277.5

Travel Footprint as Pie Chart of CO2e

Travel Footprint as 7.5m Diameter Sphere of Carbon Dioxide



Financial
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£381,849

-£661,721

-£279,872

Net Financial Impact

Repayment Planned
Repayment Forgiven
Net Financial Impact

Producer Expenditure per Debtor(Min-Mean-Max)

Artist Earnings per Day(Min-Mean-Max)



Insubstantial

94% of debtors claimed thatthey owed themselves 
more time.

3 debtors exited the sessionby destroying the entire 
concept of debt:one by smoking it,one by tearing it 
up,and one by declaring ideological war.

2 debtors wept.



Chimerical

Debt Monsters Encountered
by monster type and assigned characteristics
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Angry

Apathetic

Cheeky

Chirpy

Confident

Content

Cookie

Cute

Dancing

Deadly

Dirty

Disappointed

Edgy

Electric

Evil

Friendly

Frightening

Green

Growing

Hairy

Hungry

Hunting

Impatient

Impending

Ineffable

Invisible

Itchy

Komodo

Large

Many-limbed

Noisy

Passive-Aggressive

Patient

Peaceful

Persistent

Red

Rubber

Sad

Scaly

Shambling

Sharknado

Sleeping

Slow

Sly

Small

Territorial

Tough

Toothless

Toxic

Tusked

Ugly

Uncertain

Yellow

Young

1 such monster encountered

2 such monsters encountered

3 such monsters encountered
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