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Choose a letter as your nemesis,
preferably a vowel, and find a
small pair of scissors. As you
reread your favourite novel,
snip out every word containing
that letter. When your nemesis
is no more, read the resulting
novel aloud to yourself,
including any words seen
through the new windows.
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Whenever you encounter an
instruction while rereading

your favourite novel, whether in
dialogue or narration, stop reading
and complete that instruction

to the best of your ability, before
returning calmly to the text.

Choose a character in your
favourite novel and, as you reread,
write down every action your
character performs. Now, do
everything that they have done,
with accuracy and dedication, as
this is your new guide for life. You
may condense the actions into a
single day, or follow them over
the same time period as the novel.
Repeat until things are better.
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14 Ways
to Reread
a Favourite Novel

Harry Giles
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Read your favourite novel

aloud with group of your

peers. Take turns to read each
sentence, speaking as though in
conversation, debate, seduction,
terrorist cell, or all four.
Continue through the night.
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Write out from memory
everything you remember from
your favourite novel: write as
memories occur and without
editing. Now reread that novel,
using correction fluid to erase
everything you had forgotten.
Repeat the process every few years
until there is nothing left.
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Commissioned for Now Play This 2016.

Rereadings 8 and 9 are adapted from

the Oulipo techniques of larding and
haikuisation, which I first learned from
the Oulipio Compendium (Mathews and
Brotchie, eds, 2005). The zine as a whole is
inspired by lists of writing and wreading
experiments from Bernadette Mayer and
Charles Bernstein.

A free download of the zine is available at
harrygiles.org/portfolio/14rereadings.

Text released under a Creative Commons
Attribution-NonCommercial-ShareAlike 4.0
International License, which means you can
adapt and share it as long as you credit the
source and share the results freely: read the
full license at creativecommons.org/licenses/
by-nc-sa/4.0
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Retype the first page of your
favourite novel using a word
processor. Now, between each
pair of sentences, write a new
sentence - a sentence that
makes new connections with
the sentences on either side.
Repeat with each new pair, and
again, and again, and again,
repeating until your work is the
same length as the original.



